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Tém tit. Li thuyét chudn hay M6 hinh cdc binh dién cua Chomsky 14y cd phdp lam co s&, con
ngir nghia chi mang tinh chét thuyét giai. Ngit nghia hoc tao sinh léy ngtr nghia lam co s, n6 cho
rang chi cé nglt nghia mdi cé kha néng tao sinh, nglr nghia quyet dinh déc tinh ngir phép. Cubi
nhiing nam 1970, ngir nghia hoc tao sinh da bi phé phédn nhiéu, nhung né da dé lai mot sb quan
diém c6 thé ké thira. Ching han, quan diém cho ring céc cAu & mdi cAp d6 phai c6 mét sy trinh
hién déng cdu hinh thirc v6i sy trinh hién cua logic; quan diém v& su phén gii tir vung... Li thuyét
thuyét gidi da tiép thu thanh qua cta ngit nghia hoc tao sinh dé tw diéu chinh stra va di dén két
ludn: khong quy tic giai thich nao dp dung cho cau tric sdu clia ciu; tat ca cic quy tac thuyét giai

ngit nghia can thiét 4 dp dung cho cAu tric mat.

Tir khéa: céc quy tic phéng chleu déu hiéu ngit nghia, giéi han lya chon, 1i thuyet thuyet giai, nglr
nghia hoc tao sinh, quy tac tong thé, su phan giai tir vung, tir vyng, tir vung héa, yéu t6 phén biét.

Ngir nghia hoc tao sinh (generative
semantics) 12 1i thuyét ma G. Lakoff, J.
McCawley va J. Ross, (1970, 1971)... da duara
cubi nam 1960 dé ddp lai quan niém vé ngit
nghia hoc thuyét giai cia Chomsky.

Nhu ta biét, 1i thuyét chuén cta Chomsky
lay ct phdp 1am co sd, chi cii phdp méi c6 kha
nang tao sinh, con ngit nghia chi mang tinh chat
thuyét giai. Ngit nghia hoc tao sinh lay ngit
nghia lam co s&, né cho réng chi ¢6 nglr nghia
méi ¢ kha ning tao sinh, ngir nghia quyét dinh
dic diém ngit phép.

Chomsky, Katz va Fodor (1963) da chiing
minh ring cdu tric siu ¢6 1i do cii phdp thé hién
chi trong cu tric nglt phdp ma nhitng thanh t6
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giai thich nglt nghia c6 thé ap dung vao. Nguoc
lai, cac d& xuit cua nglr nghia hoc tao sinh bao
dam rang cdu tric ngir nghia dugc tao sinh
trong mt hinh thirc ctia cic quy tic c6 ban (phd
quét) giéng nhu quy tic d6 & logic hinh thic. Y
nghia clia céc tur vi riéng biét dugc miéu ta nhu
mot phtic thé dwoc céu tric héa vé ci phép clua
cac yéu t6 nglt nghia co ban (lexical
decomposition “sy phan giai tir vung”), ching
han, vi tir convince “thuyét phuc”™”’ (x convinces
Y to do Z) dugc md phong 1a X does that Y
wants that Z, & d6, do va want la nhiing vi tu
nguyén tr (semantic primitive), ching tao ra
céc vi tir phtc tap hon thong qua céc cai bién.
Hon nita, sé luong cdc pham trix cd phdp duoc
rit xudng ba: S (= ménh @é), NP (tham 16) va V
(vi tir). Boi vi hinh thtc logic — nglt nghia cua
cau hién nay dugc coi la clu tric co s (tao
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sinh), su phan chia nghiém ngat khic gilta cd
phap va ngir nghia da khong con nita.

Néu Ii thuyét chuan dung khai niém xen nr
vung (lexical insertion), tirc la thay thé cic phu
hiéu nhu N, Adj, V,... bing cic tir trong tir
vung, thi nglt nghia hoc tao sinh dung khai
niém tir vung hoa (lexicalization). Tir vung héa
1a qué trinh lich sit cta sy bién di ngir nghia,
trong d6 ¥ nghia gdc c6 thé duogc suy ra tir cc
yéu td riéng biét cua nd. Cac biéu thue duge tr
vung héa ddy dii s& tao nén mot don vi ngit
nghia méi. Thi du: dung tor man (ngudi dan
ong) dé thay thé cho cic nghia t6 “nguoi”,
“trudng thanh”, “giéng duc”; dung woman
(ngudi dan ba) dé thay thé cdc nghia tb
“nguoi”, “truong thanh”, “gidng cdi”.

Tu twong dan dit cua ngit nghia hoc tao
sinh 12 khong c¢6 sy phan biét vé nguyén tic
gilra cdc qua trinh cd phép va cic qua trinh nglr
nghia.

Ngit nghia hoc tao sinh quan niém:

(1) Céi cip d6 cd phédp thuan tiy cta “ciu
tric sdu” duoc dét ra trong cudn Cdc binh dién
ciia Ii thuyét cii phdp cta Chomssky ndm 1965
khong ton tai;

(2) Nhitng trinh hién ban dau cua céc phai
sinh 1a cdc trinh hién logic, ching gidng hét
nhau tir ngdn ngit nay sang ngdn ngir kia;

(3) Tét ca cdc binh dién cua y nghia déu c6
thé thé hién ¢ hinh thirc dau hiéu doan ngir. N6i
cich khéc, Su phdi sinh ciia mdt cau 1a mot anh
xa cai bién truc tiép tir ngit nghia sang cdu tric
mat.

Céc cau nhu (1a) va (1b) c6 chung mot
vai dac trung lya chon — chi ngit ¢6 thé cua sell
(ban) dong nhat vai tan ngit ¢6 thé cia from va
¢6 thé cho réng hai ciu c6 cuing méot clu tric
sau.

1(a) Mary sold the book to John (Mary da
béan cho John cudn séch)

1(b) John bought the book from Mary (John
da mua cudn sach ciia Mary.

Vi mét 4nh xa cai bién don gian tir ngit
nghia dén ciu triic mdt nén khong cai bién nao
c6 thé 1am thay ddi y nghia, bt cr thi du nao
ma sy cai bién 1am thay ddi ¥ nghia s& 12 mot
thach thirc siu sic ddi voi ngir nghia hoc tao
sinh. Nhing thi du nhu thé da ton tai, thi du:
céc ciu bi dong bao gdm céc lwong td phirc tap
trong y nghia khdc véi cic cau chi dong tuong
ung. Thi du:

2(a) Many men read few books (Nhiéu
nguoi doc vai cudn séch)

2(b) Few books were read by many men
(Vai cubn sich da dugc nhiéu nguoi doc).

Lakoff (1971) giai quyét vin dé nay
bing cich bd sung cic quy tic tong quat
(global rules), né cé kha nang thé hién céc sy
khdi qudt héa gitra cdc ddu hiéu doan ngir
khong can ké nhau. Céc quy tic tong quit bao
dam tinh hop thuc cla cidc phdi sinh trong d6
ching khéng chi quan hé véi céc biéu db hinh
ciy gan ké trong lich st cai bién ma con quan
hé véi tat ca sy phéi sinh cua cau.

Thi du (2a-b) bi diéu khién boi quy tic
téng quét. Quy tic nay noéi r?‘“mg néu mot yéu t6
logic ¢6 pham vi rong hon yéu t6 khdc trong
trinh hién ngir nghia thi cAn phai dit trudc trong
céu tric mat. Dé nghi nay c¢6 cdng dung cho
phép ca gia thiét cho ring cic cai bién giir
nguyén y nghia 13n gia thiét cho rang cép do cu
phdp sdu nhat 1a sy trinh hién ngit nghia véi
nghia dugc duy tri vé ki thuat.

Ba pham tri ma cic nha ngt nghia hoc
tao sinh chéc chin c6 ton tai 1a cau, doan ngit
danh tu va vi tir. Ba pham trit nay duong nhu
twong Ung truc tiép véi ménh dé, tham t6 va vi
tir logic. Logic ndi két dwoc sdp nhap vao 16p
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cac vi tu. Pay 1la mot phat hién khich 1€ cho ngit
nghia hoc tao sinh. Hi¢n nay, cép d0 trinh hién
sau nhét 12 mot co s& ngoén nglt - doc lap “tu
nhién”. Hon nita, cdc cong trinh vé cd phdp cia
céc ngdn ngit khdc voi tiéng Anh di dan dén
cling ba pham tri cho tit ca cdc ngdn ngir. Gia
thiét co s¢ phd quit dudng nhu 1a mot trong
nhitng ddc trung hap din nhit cta ngit nghia
hoc tao sinh.

Ross va Sadock lan ddu tién da ching
minh ring céi trong qua khir dwoc coi 1a hién
tuong “dung hoc” thi chinh 1a cai tuan theo
céch dbi xir vé ngir phap. Ca hai nha ngdn ngi
hoc da chimg minh ring kiéu hanh dong ngdn
tir ma mot cau dai dién s€ duwgc ma hoa truc tiép
trong su trinh hién ngr nghia cta nd, tic la
trong ciu tric cd phdp co so ctia né. Lakoff két
luan r?‘“mg niém tin cua nguoi noi vé thé gidi can
thiét dugc ma héa trong céu triic ci phép.

Ngit nghia hoc tao sinh da bi phé
phan nhiéu trude khi két thic nhitng nam 1970.
Céc nha thuyét giai cho r?‘“mg sy rit gon céc
pham tru cd phdp dén ba nhu ngtt nghia hoc tao
sinh da 1am la khong thuc té. Nhu ho da chi ra,
c6 su phan biét gilta danh tur, vi tur, tinh tu,
trang tu, lugng tu, gidi tu...trong cAu tric mit,
khong dém xia dén cdi can c6 & cap do co s
nhit. Mt khic, quy tam quan trong vé Ii thuyét
gidng nhau cho mdi va timg su kién vé& ngdn
nglt d3 mang lai hau qua tai hai. Viéc nghién
ctru ngdn nglt trong nglt canh xa hdi, cic nha
ngtt nghia hoc tao sinh c6 thé trao lai cho céc
nha ngdn ngtt hoc xa hdi.

Tuy nhién, ngit nghia hoc tao sinh van
duogc coi nhu mot md hinh ngir phéap sng dong,
c6 mot sb quan diém c6 thé thira ké. Quan trong
nhét 12 quan diém cho ring cdc cu ¢ mdi cap
d6 phai c¢6 mot sy trinh hién ding céu hinh thirc
v6i su trinh hién cua logic tugng trung hién nay
duoc cdc nha thuyét giai chip nhan rong ri.
Céi tu tuong vé sy phan giai tir vung (lexical

decomposition) dd dwoc mot s6 nha thuyét giai
sir dung. Cic nghién ciru quan trong ban dau
ma nglr nghia hoc tao sinh danh cho cic dac
trung logic ctiia cac don vi tor vung, cho cac
hanh dong ngdn tir, ca truc tiép 1an gidn tiép,
va cho céc binh dién dung hoc khai quat hon
ctia ngdn ngit, dan dan da dugc danh gid cao
khi 1f thuyét ngon ngir hoc cudi ciing da phat
trién cdc phuong tién dé hop nhit ching. Su
phong phi cta thong tin va cdc khdi quat héa
thi vi ma ching chira dung da bét dau dugc ban
dén & cic nghién ctru hién nay.

Mic db cudi cing ciing bi sup dd,
nhung sy ¢6 mét cua nglt nghia hoc tao sinh da
khién cho ngtr nghia hoc thuyét giai ngay cang
su sac hon.

Ngit nghia hoc thuyét giai miéu ta bat clr
céch tiép can nao vé& ngit phdp tao sinh, thira
nhan ring cdc quy tic giai thich ngit nghia 4p
dung cho céc ciu tric ci phap da duoc tao sinh.
N6 da tao su twong phan véi ngit nghia hoc tao
sinh, 1a hoc thuyét thtira nhén r?‘“mg céc cu tric
ngit nghia da dwoc tao sinh tryc tiép va sau d6
trai qua mot chiéu xa cai bién 1én cAu tric mit.
Tuy nhién, trong khi ngt nghia hoc tao sinh la
mot tén goi cua mot khung dic biét dé phén tich
ngtt phédp, thi ngt nghia hoc thuyét gidi chi la
tén goi cho céch tiép can cic quy tic nglr nghia
trong tap hop cic khung c6 lién hé vé lich sir.
Nhu thé, khong hé c6 md hinh 1f thuyét vé ngir
nghia hoc thuyét giai nhu timg ¢6 vi ngit nghia
hoc tao sinh.

Tét ca cdc nha ngir phdp cai bién
chap nhéan rang ngit nghia hoc thuyét giai 1a cac
quy tic giai thich dp dung véi cic cu tric cd
phép.

Bét cir 1f thuyét nao thira nhan céc quy
tic giai thich ngit nghia d4p dung vao céc cdu
tric ci phdp déu duoc goi 1a Ii thuyét thuyét
giai (interpretive theory). “The structure of a
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semantic theory” cua Katz and Fodor (1963) la
mdt 1i thuyét thuyét giai. Katz va Fodor da v& ra
mdt dudng rd rang gitra cdc binh dién giai thich
cAu xuat phat tir tri thirc ngdn ngir va giai thich
cAu xudt phat tir niém tin vao thé giéi. Tuc 1a ho
x4c nhan su khu biét Ii thuyét nglt nghia hoc va
ngit dung hoc.

Katz va Fodor da thic ddy su ludng
phan nay b?"mg viéc chi ra cdc cau nhu Our
store sells horse shoes (Cura hang cta chuing t6i
ban giay ngua) va Our store sells alligator
shoes (Clra hang cta ching t6i ban giay da cd
séu). Nhu ho da chi ra, trong thyuc té sur dung,
cac cau nay khong ludng nghia, ciu trudc dugc
giai thich nhu “gidy cho cdc con ngua”, ciu sau
nhu “gidy bang da c4 siu”. Tuy nhién, ho chi ra
rang khong phai 12 viéc 1am cia 1i thuyét ngit
nghia: sdp nhdp sy kién van hda thuan tdy, cé
thé tam thoi, rang giay dwoc déng cho ngua
nhung khong déng cho cé sdu va giay duoc
déng tir da cta cd sdu chtr khong tir da (song)
ctia ngwa (va néu c6 giay déng tir da ngya thi
chuing ta goi 1a leather shoes (giay da thudc). Li
thuyét ngit nghia muén dic trung héa ca hai ciu
nhu ludng nghia s& 1a mot 1 thuyét sap nhap tat
ca van héa va kinh nghiém cta nguoi st dung
ngodn ngir.

Nhu thé, Katz va Fodor da thira nhin
réng thanh t6 nglt nghia ctia nglt phdp c6 trach
nhiém gidi thich ddy du cdc thuyét giai c6 thé
cia mdi ciu, bt chdp tri thic thé gidi c6 thé
gidi han thé nao sé luong cdc thuyét giai dwoc
4n dinh thyc t& cho mdi phét ngdn béi nhiing
ngudi tham gia vio dién ngdn.

Katz va Fodor ciing da miéu ta va giai
thich kha niang cua ngudi néi ddi véi (1) xdc
dinh s lwgng va ndi dung cia cac cach doc mot
ciu; (2) khdm phé ra cdc bat thuong vé nghia;
(3) quyét dinh cic quan hé md phong giira céc
cAu; va (4) danh ddu mdi dic diém ngit nghia
khéc c6 vai tro trong kha nang nay.

Li thuyét thuyét gidi cua Katz-Fodor
bao gdm hai thanh t: tir dién, sau dugc goi 1a
tr vung (lexicon) va cdc quy tic phong chiéu
(projection rules). DPbi voi don vi tir vung, tur
vung bao gdm sy didc trung héa cdi vai trd ma
né déng trong sy thuyét giai ngir nghia. Cic
quy tic phéng chiéu thi xdc dinh cdc két hop
cua cac don vi tr vung 4n dinh thé nao mot y
nghia cho cdu véi tu cich 1a cdi toan thé. Muc
tir dién cho mdi don vi bao gém mot phé‘m ngir
phép chi ra pham tru cd phdp ma né thudc vao
va mot phan ngit nghia chtra dung cac ddu hiéu
ngit nghia (semantic markers) va cdc yéu to
phan biét (distinguishers) va cdc gioi han lva
chon (selectional restrictions). Cdc dau hiéu
ngit nghia va céc yéu t6 phan biét mdi cai dai
dién cho mot binh di€n y nghia cua don vi,
tuong ung voi cac binh dién hé théng va ngau
nhién. Chéng han, muc bachelor bao gdm cic
du hiéu nhu (nguoi), (giong duc), (tré) va cic
yéu t6 phan biét nhu [nguoi chiea hé két hon] va
[nguoi co trinh do so hoc hodc hoc thirc thép
nhdt]. Nhu thé, muc tir Katz-Fodor rat giéng
voi san phim cta phan tich thanh td.

Katz va dong su cia 6ng két luan rang
tdt ca cdc thong tin can thiét dé dp dung cdc
quy tdc phéng chiéu da cé mdt trong cdu triic
sau cua cdu hodc noéi cach khic 1a cac quy tic
cai bién khong tic dong dén ¥ nghia.

Gia thuyét rang ciu tric sau 12 dau vao
duy nhét cho cic quy tic ngit nghia da thong tri
ngit nghia hoc thuyét giai.

Tuy nhién, van c¢6 nhitng nghi ngd vé
cdc quy tic cai bién khéng cé hiéu qua ngit
nghia. Chomsky thé hién su nghi ngd nay trong
mot chd thich & Cdc binh dién cua li thuyét ci
phdp. Ong nhan théy Everyone in the room
knows at least two languages (M&i ngudi trong
phong nay biét it nhat hai ngdn ngit) va Ar least
two languages are known by everyone in the
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room (It nhit hai ngdén ngit duoc mdi ngudoi
trong phong nay biét) khac nhau vé nghia.

Trong nhitng nam cudi cling cta nhimng
nam 60 cua thé ky XX, Chomsky va sinh vién
cua 6ng da dua ra nhidu thi du minh hoa cho
céc cip do bé mit cia cdu tric cd phip déng
vai trd quan trong trong viéc xdc dinh su thuyét
giai nglt nghia.

Chéng han, Jackendoff (1969) trich dan
su tuong phan gitta (3a) va (3b) dé ching minh
rang bi dong héa c6 hiéu qué ngir nghia:

3(a) Many arrows did not hit the target
(Nhiéu miii tén khong nham tring dich)

3(b) The target was not hit by many arrows
(Pich khong bi ban boi nhiéu miii tén)

Pham vi cua many (nhiéu) c6 vé rong
hon pham vi cua not & cau (3a) , nhung hep hon
& cau (3b). Jackendoff ciing ching minh ring
céi quy téc dat pht dinh trudc vi tur hitu tan,
cling thay ddi vé nghia. Nhu ong ta quan sat,
(4a) va (4b) khong md phong nghia, phi dinh &
(4a) c6 pham vi rong hon lugng tir, nhung diéu
nguoc lai 1a ding & (4b):

4(a) Not much shrapnel hit the soldier
(Khong nhiéu manh dan dam vao linh)

4(b) Much shrapnel did not hit the soldier (
Nhiéu manh dan khong dam vao linh)

Thuc ra, cédi truong hgp pham vi clia cic
yéu t6 logic nhu lwong tir va tir pha dinh duoc
xéac dinh bdi trat ty twong ing & cAu trdc mit c6
vé nhu 12 ¢6 tinh chat chung. Nhu thé, pham vi
cua tur only & (5a) la chu ngtr John, trong khi &
(5b) né ¢6 thé 1a toan bd doan nglt vi tu hodc
chi vi tir, hodc chi bd ngit, hodc chi mot phan
ctia bd ngit:

5(a) Only John reads books on politics (Chi
John doc cdc séch vé chinh tri)

5(b) John only reads books on politics
(John chi doc sdch vé chinh tri)

Nhirng quan sit nhu thé da dan Chomsky,
Jackendoff va nhitng ngudi khic dén chd dé
nghi céc quy tic ldy cdc ciu tric mat 1am dau
vao cua ching va thu dugc tr ciu tric mat d6
sy trinh hién pham vi ctia cdc yéu t6 logic trong
ciu. Tuy nhién, ro rang 1a khong phai tat ca cic
thuyét giai déu xdy ra & bé mat. Ching han,
trong cic cau (3a) va (3b), quan h¢ nglr nghia
gilta arrows, hit va target 12 giéng nhau. Thuc
ra, duong nhu c6 tinh khai quat truong hop noi
dung ménh dé chinh cta ciu — mdi quan hé ngir
nghia gitta vi tr va cdc doan ngli danh tir va
giéi ngir lién tudong cua né — khong thay doi
dudi sy cai bién. Do d6, né tao cam gidc tiép
tuc giai thich mdi quan hé d6 & cép do cu tric
sau.

Nam 1970, thuat nglr “nglt nghia hoc
thuyét giai” da dwoc sir dung chung nhat dé chi
tu tuong rang cdc quy tic thuyét giai 4p dung
cho cé cau tric mat 13n céu tric siu, hon 1a chi
4p dung cho ciu tric su.

X If toan dién nhit vé céc quy tic ngit
nghia hoc thuyét giai 1a Semantic Interpretation
in Generative grammar cua Jackendoff (1972).
Dbi voi Jackendoff cling nhu ddi véi cdc nha
thuyét giai n6i chung, khong chi c¢6 mot ddi
twong hinh thirc duy nhat duoc goi la “sy trinh
hién nglr nghia”. Pung hon la, cic kiéu quy tc
khic nhau 4p dung & céc cép dd khiac nhau
“dién vao” cdc binh dién khéc nhau cia y nghia.
Jackendoff di thira nhan 4 thanh t§ y nghia
khac nhau, mdi thanh t6 dugc phéi sinh bdi tap
hop céc quy tac khéc nhau:

(6)(a) Cau tric chuc nang: ndi dung ménh
dé chinh ciia cu.

(b) Céu trdc tinh théi: Chi tiét ciia pham vi
clia céc yéu td logic nhu phi dinh va luong tir,
va cdc dic diém quy chiéu cua doan ngit danh
tur.
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(c) Bang ddng s& chi: Chi tiét vé cic doan
ngit danh tir ndo trong ciu dugc hiéu 1a déng so
chi.

(d) Tiéu diém va tién gia dinh: 4n dinh
thong tin nao trong ciu dugc hiéu 12 mai, thong
tin nao duoc hiéu 1a cii.

Céu tric chirc nang duoc xdc dinh bang cic
quy tic phéng chiéu ép dung cho chu tric su.
Nhu thé, méi quan hé ngir nghia gitta hit,
arrows va target trong (3a) va (3b) cé thé doat
dugc phan ndo bang cic quy tic nhu (7a) va
(7b), quy tic dau thuyét gidi chu ngir cu tric
sdu cia ca hai cAu nhu 1a tic thé (agent) ngit
nghia, va quy tic sau thuyét giai bd ngir cau
tric sdu ctia ca hai cAu 1a bi thé (patient) ngtr
nghia:

(7(a) Thuyét giai chu ngilr cAu tric siu
dong vat ciia ciu vdi tu cich 1a tc thé ngir
nghia cta vi tur.

(b) Thuyét giai bd ngit truc tiép clia cu tric
sdu ctia cAu 12 bi thé ngit nghia cia vi tir.

Trong cau tric tinh théi, cdc quan hé
nhu quan hé gitta many va not trong (3a) va
(3b) dd duogc trinh bay. Mot quy tic nhu (8)
doat dugc sy khéi quit héa réng pham vi cua
lugong tir va phu dinh khac nhau trong hai cau
do.

(8) Néu yéu tb logic A dung trudc yéu td
logic B trong cdu tric mat thi A duoc thuyét
giai nhu c6 pham vi rong hon B (¢ day, “cic
yéu t6 logic” bao gdbm lugng tir, tir phu dinh va
mot ) tro tur ).

Thanh t6 ngit nghia thd ba cua
Jackendoff 12 Bang dong s& chi. Thuc ra, nim
1970, tit ca cdc nha thuyét giai déu tan thanh
rang cic quy tic thuyét giai chi rd cac diéu kién
ma cic yéu td hdi chi nhu cac dai tir dugc hiéu
nhu 1a dong so chi véi cdc tién s& chi cua
ching. Trong tic pham trudc d6, (9b) dwoc phai
sinh tir (9a) nho phuong tién cai bién dai tir héa,

n6 da thay sy dong hién thir 2 cta John trong
(7a) bang dai tir e (ddu hiéu nay thé hién sy
ddng so chi):

9(a) John, thinks that John should win the
Prize

9(b) John, thinks that he, should win the
prize

Nhung cudi nhitng ndm 60 cua thé ky
XX, ngudi ta di dén chap nhan rang cich tiép
can nhu thé d6i mat véi nhitng khé khin khong
thé vuot qua duoc.

Cubi ciing, cdu tric mit ciing duoc
cho 1a tiéu diém giai thich cua cdc khdi niém
lam co s¢ dién ngon 1a tiéu diém va tién gia
dinh. Ung ho cho tu tuong niy, Chomsky
(1971) luu ¥ rang cdc doan ngit ndi bat 1a céc
doan ngit céu tric mit. Didu nay c¢6 thé duoc
minh hoa béng cau hdi trong (10) va céc cau tra
16i ty nhién (11a-c). Trong mdi trudng hop, yéu
t6 dugc chii ¥ nim & mot doan ngir khong ton
tai & bac ciu tric siu ma ding ra dugc hinh
thanh nho 4p dung quy tic cai bién. Do d6, giai
thich tiéu diém va tién gia dinh phai chiém vi tr{
& cAu tric mat:

(10) Is John certain to win? (John c6 chic
thang khong?)

11 (a) No, he is certain to lose (Khong, né
chéc 12 bai)

11(b) No, he’s likely not to be nominated
(Khong, né c6 thé khong dugc chon)

11(c) No, the election won’t ever happen
(Khong, su lua chon chua hé xéy ra)

Dic biét cudi thap ki d6, hau hét céc nha
ngit phap tao sinh da di dén két luan rang khong
quy téc gidi thich nao dp dung cho cAu tric siu
cua cau. Chomsky (1975) luu y réng dua ra Li
thuyét Vét vé cic quy tac chuyén di (1973),
thong tin vé cu tric chirc ning cia ciu da dwoc
mi héa vao céc vét duoc chi ra va duge truyén
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Generative semantics—a semantic theory in contrast to
interpretive semantics

Nguyen Thien Giap
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In Chomskyan Standard Theory or Model of Aspects, syntax is primary while meaning is just
interpretive. In generative semantics, meaning, which is generative, determines grammatical features.
Although generative semantics was strongly criticized in the late 1970s, its legacy is worth further
investigating. For example, there is a formal representation at sentential levels corresponding to the
logical representation. Another concept that should be considered is the lexical decomposition. As an
expansion of the generative semantics theory, the theory of interpretive meaning concludes that
theories of interpretive meaning can be applicable just to the surface structures, rather than the deep
structure.

Key words: projection rules, semantic marker, selectional restriction, interpretive theory,
generative semantics, global rules, lexical decomposition, lexicon, lexicalization, distinguisher.



