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V¢é qudc hiéu nudce ta doi nha Dinh*
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Nhén ngay 13 thang 4 nam 2010

Tém tit. Dai Cb Viét 1a qudc hiéu ciia nudc ta doi nha Pinh. Thanh t5 CO trong Pai C6 Viét 14 gi,
hién van la mét cau hoi 16n cho gidgi Viét hoc. Pén nay, ching ta da thiy mot sb gia thuyét nhu
Sau.

- Cd = 16n; va C6 Viét 1a muwdc Viét to lon.

- Cb la cach néi tit cia cach phat 4m Han Vit C6 Dam, xut phat tr mot tr tiéng Sanscrit

Gautama, nghia 1a Phét; va Cé Viét ¢6 nghia la nudc Viet theo Phdt gido.
- Co Vigt la nude Viét hung manh c6 vii khi 6 (6 1a cay gido) ] ‘
Duva trén nhimg tu li€u va phan tich vé mat ngdn ngir hoc lich sir, bai viét nay dé xuat mot giai

thuyét khac.

VIET la mot tir gbc Han, vén ¢6 vo ngir Am 14 * h'wet. Vé mat lich sir, do anh huéng cua cich
noéi cua ngudi (Viét) ban dia, tor nay da bién ddi theo hai hudng:

Thu nhét, 4m hat vao, tron moi * h* thuge thanh miu VAN cuia hé théng 4m dau tiéng Han
trung dai bi rung di, con * wet dugc bao toan va bién ddi cho ta VIET, mét tir don tiét.

Thi hai, * h*wet d3 bién ddi theo mét hudng ca biét thanh * k"wet rdi phu 4m * k* dugc tach
ra, dugc 4m tiét hoa thanh CO; yéu té *wet bién ddi cho ta VIET; va ta ¢6 Co Viét, mot tén goi

song tiét.

Sy tn tai song song ciia ba tén goi Dai Co Viét, Pai Viét va Viét la do tinh bao thu ca van ty
va tinh khong nhat quan trong cach ghi chép cua xa hai.

Géan day da c6 nhimg su ban bac kha s6i ndi
xung quanh vén dé quéc hiéu doi nha Pinh.
Chung t61 da duge mot ) ban bé gt thu va bai
dén hoi y kién, nhung chiing t6i chua cé du
didu kién dé giai quyét triét dé, vay so bd chi
xin ¢6 mdy 1oi thua lai nhu sau, vé phuong
hudng nghi€n ciru.

CU HAY CO

Trude hét 13 vin dé chir CO (Am Bach thoai
qu) trong Han ngii. Chir nay thuoc bé NGU,

° Dé tien cho viéc in 4n, trong bai nay, tac gia dung chir
Quéc ngir in hoa dé ghi cac am twong ing, trer mot vai
trrérng hop dac biét méi diing ky hiéu phién am quéc té [BBT].
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nhiép NGO. Theo thdng k& ctia ching tdi, vén
bd NGU, trong cach doc Han Viét, di cho
chung ta 137 chit doc vai1 U, 7 chir doc véi 0,5
chit doc véi O va 11 chir doc véi AU [1].

Viy doc CU thi thudn theo da sd.

Nhung Hdn Viét tie dién cia Dao Duy Anh
doc 1a CO trong CO NHIEN va Tir dién Phdt
hoc Han Viét (Kim Cuong Tu cha bién, Ha
Noi, 1992, tr.276) doc 1a CO trong CO DAM
(Gautama) thi ciing 1a diéu da co tién 1&. Va
cing dé hiéu vi sao truéc nay qudc hiéu di nha
Dinh thuong ciing dugc ching ta quen goi 1a
DAI CO VIET.
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Trén day 1a néi vé cach doc Han Viét. Con
ndi vé cach doc Nom thi dung mét chir Han
thudc van b NGU hay van bd MO dé ghi Ném
van U, van O déu dugc ca. Ngay thé ky 17
chuing ta da c6 nhirng cach ghi nhu sau:

- Diing van bd NGU:

+ ghi O trong CO diing thanh pha CUj;

+ ghi U nhu trong RU diing chir LU;

- Dung van bo MO

+ ghi O nhu trong NO dung chit NO;

+ ghi U nhu trong BU diing thanh phu BO.

(PAI CO) + VIET hay PAI + (CO VIET)?

Cé 1&, nén phén tich DAI CO VIET thanh
PAI + (CO VIET) chir khong nén phan tich
thanh (PAI CO) + VIET.

- Xin néi 16 ba ly do nhu sau di ngugc chiéu
vai (DAI CO) + VIET:

**+ Néu cho DAI CO ghi nhim tir mét chix
CO dit theo 16i hinh thanh, bao gbm nghia phu
DAI va thanh phi CO thi trong céc ban Nom
cang cd cang rit it khi gip mé hinh cdu tao iy.
Xua phin 16n ngudi ta thuong ding 16 gia ta,
muon mot chit Han dé ghi mét tiéng Nom déng
im hay cé am gin giii. Khong phai ngiu nhién
ma cach viét CO = dai + ¢d, tu dién chit Nom
cta vién Han Nom ciing chi méi tim dugce trong
tho T Xuong !

**+ Néu cho DAI CO 1a cach ghi mot dang
cb song tiét (kiéu nhu LA DA = d4), hay cic t6
hop phu 4m & diu (kidu nhue BA LAI = Blai >
trdi) thi hién cé qua it tién 1& vé& trudng hop
P..K...! Trong kinh Phat thuyét... c6 ky hity doi
Trén, trén tdng sé hon 100 1in ding kiéu chix
nay ciing chi ¢c6 mdt vi dy b...K... ma théi: d6
1a cach ding DA KY// CO ? dé ghi tiéng GHE

1
.3

vdi nghia 1a “nhiéu” [2].

*+* Con néu PAI CO 1a 2 chir (mét Han
Viét, mdt Nom) dong nghia voi nhau thi t6 hop
d6 ciing d3 bj nhiéu ngudi phan bac, nghi ngd.

- Trong Iuc d6 cach phan tich thanh DAI +
(CO VIET) c6 thuén lgi hon nhiéu. it nhit nhu
dudi day s& thiy, s& c6 hai kha ning c6 thé dua
ra, ung hé no.

GIA THUYET I: CO VIET = nuéc VIET
hiung manh ¢6 vii khi CO

1) Gia thuyét nay, nhin chung, kha quen
thudc. Theo gia thuyét nay thi:

- CO VIET dat theo mé hinh cia LAC
VIET, AU VIET, NAM VIET, MAN VIET v.v

- Con chir DAI 12 thém vao sau dé nhin
manh: CO VIET > DAI CO VIET 1a mét su
sang tao thudc ciing mdt kiéu nhu PONG A >
DAI DONG A trong chién tranh thé gioi lan thir
2 vira qua. Cach sing tao ndy xua nay kha phé
bién, trong tir ngir théng thudng cling nhu trong
danh tir riéng. Trong cubn TU HAI c6 thé din:

*+* Nhimg vi du nhu: bt kinh/ dai bat
kinh; da sb//dai da sb, hoa thuong//dai hoa
thugng...

**%* At nhidu tén chi cac chirc vu nhu:
nguyén soai / dai nguyén sodi, tu d6 / dai tu
dd, tu ma // dai tu ma...

*** va ca nhitng danh tir riéng nhu: Nhuc
Chi // Pai Nhuc Chi (quéc danh & Tay vuc), Co
Puong // Dai Co Duong (dia danh & Giang
Tay), Kim Xuyén // Dai Kim Xuyén (t€n song &
T Xuyén), Thanh Ha // Dai Thanh Ha (t€n
séng & Ha Bic) v.v.

2) Nhung ching ta hién c6 mot sb cir ligu
khé quan trong: nhu cich goi CO VIET trong 2
ciu dbi cd, trong Viét sir... tir tu ca, hay céch
goi tit CO VIET thanh CO trong CO KIiNH,
CO PO v.v (din theo bai ciia Nguyén Anh Huy
[3]). Vi vay chiing ta nén xoay sau thém vao tén
goi CO VIET nay.
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- Nhu moi ngudi déu biét, truéc nay gisi
nghién ctru thudng néu 2 cich hiéu chinh:

*** CO VIET = nudc Viét to 16m;

**+* CO VIET = nudc Viét tho CO DAM,
nudc Viét theo Phit gido;

- C6 1&, néu dimg don thuin v& mit ngon
ngit ma xét, thi it nhidu cdch hiéu nao ciing déu
c6 thé ging guong bao vé duge ca:

*** Phan béac ring két hop tiéng Ném véi
tiéng Han thi khong nén, hay dat tinh tir tnrdc
danh tir 1a sai ngir phép thi c6 thé tam cii lai voi
nhitng vi du da c6 tir ldu nhu BO CAI PAI
VUONG, NHANH TRi, YEU THE hay kha
nang tao tir dang xay ra trudc méit nhu NHOT
KE, VOI HOA...

*** Con phan bac ring CO trong CO PAM
A mdt tiéng ngoai lai, noéi tit tr Gautama,
khéng thé dat trude chir VIET thi ciing cé thé
phan bac lai bing cich din kha ning tao ra
nhimg két ciu hién c6 nhur ION HOA hay GA
PHO, KiP TRUONG ... v.v.

- Nhung déu sao, ciing chira cach hiéu nao
trén day dugc moi ngudi hoan toan nhit tri. Do
vdy, Nguyén Anh Huy méi dé xuit thém mot
cach hiéu thu ba [3]:

CO VIET = nuéc Viét hing manh c6 vii khi
CO (CO 1a cay gido).

Nén chang 1a danh wu tién cho cich hiéu
méi mé nay ? Boi vi, v6i cach hiéu nay, CO
VIET khong nhimg tranh dugc cac sy phan bac
trén kia ma lai con:

*** vira hgp vai thoi dai: theo Nam Hai di
nhin, Binh B Linh c¢6 guom, vay thdi dai no
thin da chuyén sang thoi dai guom gido;

*** yira c6 su an khép vai tinh thin thugng
v3, tinh thin tr hio trong cic tén goi VAN
THANG VUONG, DAl THANG MINH
HOANG DBE;

*** vira ¢6 su an khép véi ca cdu tric cla
tén goi LAC VIET xa xua. Xin so sénh:

+ LAC VIET = ving Viét ¢6 san vit qui
hiém: ¢6 rudng LAC trdng lia nudc?/hay cé
chim LAC thudng vé tra déng?/;

+ CO VIET = viing Viét hiing cudng c6 vii
khi manh goi 1 CO.

GIA THUYET I1: CO VIET = dang 2 am tiét
cia VIET

Ching tdéi cling xin goi thém mit gia
thuyét: phai chiang, khoang giira thé ki 10, &
viung qué huong Dinh B Linh, chit VIET con
dugc doc thanh KwWET nén DAI + VIET méi
dugc ghi thinh DAI + CO/VIET? Gia thuyét
nay dya trén lich sir dién bién cua ngdn ngir
nén, dang li ra, phai trinh bay theo phong cach
ngon ngir hoc. Nhung dé tranh qua ric r&i nén
ching t6i chi xin chon vai diém quan trong
nhét, va ging viét ra mot cach phd théng, don
gian nhit.

1) Chir Viét, ciing nhu cic chir VI (v&
nghia 1a “bao vay”), VINH (nhu trong “vinh
quang”), VUNG (chi “ving khi sang xung
quanh mit tring mait troi”) v.v., theo gion Han
hoc, déu thudc thanh miu VAN. Vao khoang
d&i Puomg Thng, thanh miu VAN da tich ra
khoi thanh miu HAP. HAP xua cé phu dm G
(doc theo Québc ngit), con VAN thi c6 mot 4m
H hit vao.(1)

- Theo théng ké so bd clia ching tdi:

*** ¢4 khoang 10 trudng hgp VAN thudc
khai khiu (khéng ding trudc W, khéng doc
tron moi) nén tam ghi 1a H;

*** va khoang 70 trudong hop thudc hop
khéu (doc tron moi va dimg trude vin mé dau
bang W) nén tam ghi 1a Hu(W).

- V&i qui ude nhu trén, cé thé néi o giai
doan tiéng Han trung cé:

**x VIET ¢6 phat 4m 12 HUWET; VI/VAY
co phat am la HuWI //HuWEI
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*** Nhung phu dm Hu hit vao va tron méi
cia thanh miu VAN, theo S.A.Starostin, rit
linh déng, c6 khi rung hin [6]. Khi d6 ching ta
chi con lai WET, WI // WEI vi chung s& dan
dén VIET, VI// VAY,

Chuyén bo 4m dau, chi giir lai phan sau nhu
vy dén sau thé ky 17 van con, vi du MLOI bo
M con LOI, TLIU TLO bo T con lai LiU LO.
Va hién nay van thé, vi du vay BLEU ma bo B,
chi gir lai LO trong XANH LO. Viy chuyén
HuWET dua dén VIET, HuWI // HuWEI dua
dén VI // VAY la chuyén ctia mét truyén théng
da kéo dai hon 1000 nam.

Nhung Hu ciing c6 truéng hop khéng rung,
lai chuyén thanh Ku, nhu truomg hop VAY dua
dén QUAY. Truomg hop VUNG / VANG ciing
viy: chung dua dén QUANG nhu trong céu tuc
ngit QUANG HAN TAN MUA. R® rang di co
qua trinh KuWEI > KuEl, KuWANG >
KuANG, xoa bo yéu t&6 W & giira. Thé ky 17
A.D.Rhodes ciing cho thdy MLAC c6thé bo L,
con MAC. Va hién nay ching ta ciing con thiy
c6 thé vay CREME, bo R, con KEM. Vay
chuyén san sinh ra QUAY, QUANG ciing da di
theo mot truyén théng co mat trén 10 thé ki

2) VIET ciing c6 trudng hop chuyén tir
HuWET dén KuWET, nhung VIET khéng dua
dén QUYET theo kiéu cua VAY // QUAY,
VANG // QUANG. Vi sao? D6 1a vi - theo
ngén ngitr hoc — ching ta c6 QUYET trong QUI
QUYET, néu VIET con cho thém QUYET nita
thi gdy thém dong am, trd ngai cho viéc giao
tiép.

Dé bu lai, KuWET sinh ra cach néi CO
VIET. Tiéng CO la do phu am tron méi Ku- cua
tir KuWET dugc 4m tiét héa ma thanh (tuc
dugc tach riéng, ghi bing 1 am tiét).

Cach lam nay ciing gibng nhu TRONG,
TRONG thé ki 17 ¢6 TL nhung xua la KL, nén
phu 4m dau K dugc ghi Ném biang CA, bing
CO (TRONG = CA LUNG ¢ Kinh Phit thuyét;
TRONG = CO LONG ¢ trén chuéng doi Vinh

T6 vung Yén Phong). Hay gibng nhu gin day,
S trong Stalin, KH trong Khrus6p cé hdi da dua
dén hai am tiét XiT, KHO trong cach phién 4m
thanh XiT-ta-lin va KHO-rut-sép. Hodc, dé gin
cudc séng ching ta hom nira, ciing ¢ thé din
dén ca chuyén phu 4m C-trong CREME di dua
dén tiéng CA trong cach néi CA REM ma
Nguyén Quang Sang di dua vao trong tac pham
“Vénh rdu” cua minh. RS rang chuyén Ku
(trong KuWET) thanh CO (trong CO VIET) la
mot cach 1am ciling dd tr& thanh mdt mo hinh
dugc tuan tha sudt tir d&i nha Pinh dén nay.

Con su ton tai song song, d6ng thoi cua ca 2
cach néi VIET va CO VIET thi c¢6 gy phién
phtrc gi khéng ? Xin thua rang khong ! B&i vi:

*** Nhin chung, chuyén mét chir gbc Han
ma cé dén 2 cich doc vbn 1a chuyén binh
thuong. Hon nita ching ta lai con c6 thoi quen
— con phé bién dén tan ngay nay - 14 trong tiéng
thuin Viét, vira c6 thé néi CAI NHAY wira ¢6
thé néi CAI CU NHAY, vira ¢6 thé néi DI
THOT, wira c6 thé néi I CA THOT v.v.

Ma ¢ Viét Nam, 16i bién mét dang don am
thanh mét dang song 4m nhu viy ciing thdy c6
ca & tir gbc Han: trong phin dich N6ém ban kinh
PHAT THUYET ching ta vira gip ca XUONG,
XA, KINH, THUYET vira gip ca A XUONG,
KHA XA, XA KINH, XA THUYET;

Vay c6 khac gi vira néi ca VIET, vira noi ca
CO VIET !

3) Chu thich thém:

- Néu so sanh XA voi KHA XA, XUONG
voi A XUONG, KINH véi XA KINH,
THUYET voi XA THUYET chiing ta thiy &
dau tién am tiét ciing chi co gia tri ngir am:
KHA {mg v&i KH // Kha // KHu...; XA img véi
S // Sa// Su... (S doc X theo Bic bé va quéc td);
con A dng véi mét am tic thanh hiu
7A//7U...Néu so vdi ca tir ngir ban dia thi ciing
vay: VUI lac ghi BOI, lac ghi TU BOI, thém
TU chi la dé phan anh am tiét TA ¢6 trong cach
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doc ¢6 TA PUI hién con git & Ruc. Vay CO
trong CO VIET chéc ciing chi ¢ gi4 tri vé ngir
am nhu KHA, nhu A, nhu XA nhu TU vira néi
& trén. Giai thich ring CO ¢ ¥ nghia nay, y
nghia no chic 1a chuyén tim hiéu, phong dodn
cua don sau.

- Chung ta d3 thiy nhimg dang song tiét
dugc céu tao gibng nhu kiéu CO VIET nhung
c6 vo ngir am khdng giéng. Néu nay mubn cé
nhimg tién 1& doc 1én nghe gin giii hon thi nén
din nhimg vi du nhu:

*** CU BAT CU BO cung nghia véi VAT
VO. Vé am xin so sanh CU BAT véi VAT; CU
BO vai VO.

*** Hay so sanh CU BUNG véi VONG
(trong CAU VONG).

+++ CU BUNG ¢6 & trong tuc ngir “Sé CU
BUNG liy thing ma dung”. SO trong
A.D.Rhodes c6 nghia 13 “cai méng”.

+++ VONG ¢6 & trong tuc ngit “MONG
dong VONG tay”.

VONG vén xuit phat tir chit HONG, cling
mdt nghia nhu vdy, & trong tiéng Han. HONG
thudoc thanh miu HAP, vén phat am la
GWONG, nhung sau chic ciing d3 chuyén
thanh KuWONG. So sanh chuyén KuWONG (<
GWONG) ma dua d¢én CU BUNG // CAU
VONG véi chuyén KuWET (< HUWET) ma
dua dén CO VIET thi thiy qua ciing gan gén
nhu nhau! Con néu doc 13 CU VIET thi hai bén
lai cang gan nhau hon nira !

4) N6i tém lai, y kién cua ching t5i 1a:

- Chix Viét gdc Han, von cé vo ngir am la
HuWET. Nhung dudi tac dong cia 16i néi nang
trong x3 hdi cua ngudi ban dia, né di tach d6i
di theo 2 huéng dién bién khac nhau, dua dén 2
két qua khac nhau:

*** Mot hudng dién bién xay ra chung véi
rat nhiéu chir khac nira 1a d¢é rung mat phu 4m
hit vao va tron méi ¢ dau (phu 4m Hu), chi con

luu lai bd phan WET & sau. Truong hgp nay ta
c6 cach doc don 4m 13 VIET.

*** Mot hudng dién bién nira, rat ca biét, la
HuWET chuyén thanh KuWET, r6i phu 4m Ku
tach ra thanh mot am tiét riéng 13 CO, van WET
con lai van doc VIET. Truéng hop nay ta co
dang song 4m 1a CO VIET.

- Hai 16i néi VIET va CO VIET khong loai
trir nhau. Thoi Pinh B9 Linh ching cling song
song ton tai. Boi vi xung quanh nhirng cach noi
ndy, ngudi ta cling d3 co théi quen - luu dén tan
mai ngy nay - 1a hay ding nhimg 15i néi nuéc
d6i nhu CAI NGOEO / CAI CU NGOEO hay
nhu vi du CAI NHAY / CAI CU NHAY da
dan & trén kia.

- Chic Dinh B¢ Linh thich 16i néi hai am
tiét nén triéu dinh ghi quéc hiéu 1a DAI CO
VIET. Nhung 16 gach trong viing vin thich no6i
gon nén van ghi 1a DAI VIET..

- Vé sau Viét cang ngay cang phd bién, lan
at han CO VIET.

Tir PAI CO VIET aén CO VIET va dén
Co...

Con cau chuyén vi sao sau khi cach doc don
am la VIET d3 dugc phd bién van c6 tai lidu ghi
1a CO VIET hay thm chi con ghi tit 1a CO thi
c6 thé giai thich bing 2 li do nhu sau:

- cach viét trong van tu bao gid cting co tinh
cach bao thu, luu lai vét tich anh huodng lau dai
hon la cach doc, cach phat am;

- va cach ghi cia xa@ hi khéng phai bao gio
ciing 12 mét cach ghi don gian, 100% nhét luat
trong moi hoan canh.

1) Vi du vé tinh bao thu cua van tu:

- Nhu hién nay, & phuong ngir mién Bic
chung ta n6i CON GIAI nhung trong Qudc ngir
van viét CON TRAI; con trong chit Nom TRAI
vin viét NAM + LAI hay BA + LAL Véy thi



74 N.T. Cén / Tap chi Khoa hoc DHQGHN, Khoa hoc Xa héi va Nhdn vin 27 (2011) 69-75

truée kia ciing thé: diu da c6 dang don 4m la
VIET nhung lic viét, cac thé hé con chau vé
sau c6 khi van ding lai dang cb song am 1a CO
VIET hay tham chi c6 khi giir lai chi con mot
am tiét CO ¢ dau. Goi tit tén riéng 13 mot
truyén théng. Piu thé ki 20, thdi Pong Kinh
nghia thuc, sau khi di doc tin thu theo 16i
nguol Viét, da lam quen voi nhimg tén xa la
nhu MANH PUC TU CUU hay nhu LU
THOA, céc 16p nha Nho ching ta vin c6 thé
néi dén chu thuyét cua cac “cu LU, cu Manh”,
hoan toan theo miu cia CO trong CO PO, CO
KINH thu¢ truéc !

- Chung ta khong nén ché trach cach ghi
cia cic nha viét sir, cac nha 1am cdu déi hoic
lam tho don xua.

2) Vi du vé cach ghi khong don gian, nhat
ludt 100%

- Nhu trong cing mdt ban giai 4m kinh Phit
thuyét... chir VUI khi ghi bang BOI (vi du &
trang 13/a), khi ghi bing 2 chit TU va BOI viét
rd1 nhau (vi du & trang 20/a).

- Hodc nhur gin day, trong cting mot thanh
phd, vira dung ca tén goi mdi vira dung ca tén
goi cii: THANH PHO HO CHI MINH // SAI
GON. Cic bao “SAI GON TIEP THI, SAI
GON DOANH NHAN s¢ di van giir lai tén goi
cii chic 1a vi muén to ra ton trong thoi quen cia
quin ching, ton trong mot truyén théng da cé
tur 1du doi.

- Viy chic thé ki 15 ciing thé: rit co thé
Ngb ST Lién vira viét PAI VIET SU Ki TOAN
THU vira van tén trong tén goi cii PAI CO
VIET, tuén theo truyén théng cil, dugc bao toan
trong thu tich cd hay trong tri nhé ctia dan gian.

3) Va ciing tit nhién, dimg trudc cac cach
ghi ¢ ¢6 khi ddi sau doc 18n khdng that hiéu va
ngudi ta thuong dua ra nhitng cach giai thich
khac: d6 la giai thich theo cac gidi Ngdn ngit
hoc goi la tr nguyén thong tuc.

Chiing ta hién chua biét dau 1a cach giai
thich ding theo thue té lich sir, dau 1a cach giai
thich theo tir nguyén thong tuc. Ching ta dang
cin phai c6 mét su day céng nghién ciru nira
méi mong dua ra dugc mot y kién giai dap thuc
sur chic chin. Trudc mit, chi méi ddm xin néu
1én mot sé hudng goi y dé cung nhau suy nghi,
cling nhau tiép tuc tim toi ma théi.

Chi thich: (1) Theo nha Hdin hoc néi tiéng S.A
Starostin, thanh mdu VAN c6 phu dm H hit vao, phai ghi
bang ky hi¢u khdc H binh thuwomg. Nmmg dé tién cho
nhitmg ban doc khong can di sdu vao ngit dm lich st,
chung 16i chi ghi dai khdi, khéng thém ddu méc chi sw it
vao ¢ trén ky hiéu H, hodc tam khéng phan biét cdch ghi
U doc theo tie"ng Viét voi U doc theo Iiéng Phdp. Thay vi
bang ghi dm quéc té, ching 16i tam dung bang chit cdi
Qudc ngit in hoa. Thanh diéu, ching 16i ciing xin tam gdc

lai, khong ghi.
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On the official name Pai Cé Viét during the Dinh dynasty
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Pai C Viét is the official name of our country during the Dinh dynasty. What is C$ of this name?
This has been being a difficult question for Vietnamese study circle. We have seen following
hyppothesis, so far:

- Cb means large, and C) Viét means the large Viét nation.

- Cd is the short Sino-Vietnamese pronunciation “Cé Dam” of Sanscrit noun Gautama, that means
Buddha. And C3 Viét means the Buddhist Viet nation.

- Cb Viét means the strong Viet nation having weapon named Cé (C6 is lance).

Based on language evidence and historical linguistic analyses, this paper suggests another
hyppothesis.

Viét is the word of Chinese origin borrowed into Vietnamese and its sound used to be * h"wet.
Historically, due to the influence of Vietnamese native speakers’ pronunciation, * h"wet had changed
in two ways.

Firstly, the round implosive * h" of VAN initial category of the Middle Chinese initial system was
lost, meanwhile * wet was remained and changed into Viét, a monosyllabic word.

Secondly, * h'wet had specifically changed into * k"wet, than * k" had separated from * wet and
syllabizationed and changed into Cé [ko], meanwhile * wet changed into Viét [viet]. This way of
change of * k"wet has lead into the dissyllabic name C6 Viét.

Dai Cd Viét, Dai Viét and Viét, three names coexist due to conservativeness of writing system and
discrepancy of writing in sociaty.
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